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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 1 October 2018 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 3 September 2018 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. SOMERSET CARE - ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT POPHAM COURT CARE HOME, WELLINGTON
Councillors will be aware of the very sad news regarding the imminent closure of Popham House and The Court. Following this announcement the County Council have been asked by Councillor Thorne if they would send a representative to attend this meeting to talk about the county's thoughts on potential future uses of the properties.

It is anticipated that Tim Baverstock, Strategic Manager – Commissioning, Adult Social Care and/or Stephen Chandler, Director for Adult Social Services, Lead Commissioner for Adults and Health will come along this meeting.
The site is a sensitive one, lying between the town's playing fields and the Grade Two listed and award-winning Wellington Park, and adjacent to the town's tennis club, while nearby there are John Grooms disability living bungalows. There is also a well-used path that runs through the site, providing a pedestrian link between two parts of the town.
A copy of the press statement and letter given to all residents, relatives and staff following recent meetings with them is attached to the agenda.
8. STRATFIELD HOUSE SOMERSET PARTNERSHIP N H S TRUST, WELLINGTON
Councillor Govier to raise.

Further news has been received that Stratfield House in Wellington is to close in the New Year. Stratfield House currently offers day care services to those suffering from dementia. It has delivered those services as part of a contract with Somerset County Council and that contract is to end in January 2019.
9. DEMOLITION OF PUBLIC HOUSE, PUBLIC TOILETS AND 10 COUNCIL HOUSES AND ERECTION OF 26 No. DWELLINGS (12 No. 1 BED, 9 No. 2 BED, 4 No. 3 BED AND 1 No. 4 BED) AT THE WEAVERS ARMS AND OAKEN GROUND, ROCKWELL GREEN, WELLINGTON
At the last meeting we heard that TDBC had not received a formal indication from the contractor regarding completion of this development as they had to serve notice of their intention to offer the properties for handover under the terms of the building contract, therefore they would not want to commit to a time scale at present. However it was anticipated that at the next site meeting (27th September) they may be receiving their notice. I will report any progress at the meeting.
Members remained very frustrated at the slow progress and have invited Councillor Terry Beale, as the appropriate TDBC portfolio holder, to come to this meeting to explain just what the problems were, why it was taking so long, when it was likely to be completed and when a start would be made on letting the properties. It would also be helpful to know if it was still intended to give priority to local people
10. GRANTS

(a) Transition Town Wellington

An application for a grant of £900 has been received from Transition Town Wellington (TTW) in connection with its proposal to establish a repair café. The total cost of the project is £927. 

The Town Council have supported TTW in the past by giving a grant of £1,600 to the Sustainable Food Group in February 2016, holding the Highway Adoption Licence for the Post Close Community Orchard (2017) and facilitating a Visioning Event presentation by Taunton Transition Town on the implications of peak oil and climate change (2010). 

Full details of the application have previously been circulated.
There is currently £10,500 available in this year’s grants budget.
11. ANNUAL REPORT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR – PKF Littlejohn 

The annual audit of the Town Council’s accounts carried out by PKF Littlejohn, on behalf of the Audit Commission has now been completed. As the Council’s budget now exceeds the lower threshold we have been subject to more detailed scrutiny. I am pleased to say that there are no issues to report.

12. COMMUNITY PAYBACK

I was recently approached by a representative of the Probation Service who  asked if the Town Council would like to be part of its Community Payback Scheme.

The Scheme involves a group of young offenders, suitably supervised by a member of the Probation Service, undertaking a variety of jobs in a particular area. They would like to include Wellington in the scheme. The cost would be just £30 per visit plus the cost of any materials..

The type of work they would undertake includes grounds maintenance, grass cutting, hedge trimming, fencing, painting, litter picking etc. This is something we have taken advantage of and a series of jobs, including litter picking at Hilly Head, footpath and weed clearance were undertaken by the group on 16 September.
13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Town Centre Working Group
A meeting of the Town Centre Working Group took place on 11 September 2018. 
The notes of that meeting are attached.
(b) Allotments Committee

A meeting of the Allotments Committee took place on 17 September 2018. 

Councillor Lloyd to report.
14. SERVICES OF REMEMBRANCE 2018
Attached is a letter from the Royal British Legion Wellington Branch inviting the Mayor and Councillors to this year’s Services of Remembrance.

15.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £53.72 – September 2018 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £151.73 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £91.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Chess - £98.53 – Telephone and broadband
(f) AIS Contract Cleaners - £115.20 – Office and Chamber cleaning
(g) SCC (Dillington Advertising) - £870.94 – Town Clerk advertisement

(h) Hinewood - £20 – Window cleaning (May, June)

(i) PKF Littlejohn - £720 – Audit

(j) TDBC - £90 – Blockage, Longforth Road, toilets

(k) Viking - £6.44 – Stationery

(l) ID Verde - £4,765.12 – Community Warden (May – July)

(m) Konica Minolta - £132.73 – Photocopier rent

(n) St John’s School - £357 – 50% contribution to school crossing patrol (Sept-Dec)

17. APPOINTMENT OF TOWN CLERK

Following the meeting of the Staffing Panel on 7 September the post of Town Clerk has been offered to Kathryn Hemensley. Kathryn lives in West Buckland and is currently employed as Assistant Property and Trust Officer with the United Reformed Church South Western Synod. Kathryn has accepted.

Her starting date will be 22 October 2018. However she may well change her mind after seeing us in action at tonight’s Council meeting.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council:
Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
24 September 2018
CIVIC SERVICE
The Annual Civic Service this year will take place at 6.30p.m. on Sunday 7 October 2018. The Service, which will take place during Harvest Festival Evensong will be held in Wellington School Chapel. (Suitable donations to Wellington Foodbank will be very welcome).The Mayor hopes that as many councillors, groups, societies, organisations and local residents as possible will be able to attend.
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